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Presi dentds Letter

Dear Friends,

This year several relatives in my family will be My sisters and | were looked after by our
celebrating BIG Ly Q birthdays. | grandparents, 2 young aunts andegnage uncle
was 65 in May , <\ and the who stayed on the farm down the road from where

)

folks in Skene ) /) Church we lived. Dad was there tpas he and Papa

took great \ ¢ delightin worked together on the farm. In later yedrs
marking it with - Q\ U7 /- surprises realised how fortunate we were toveaclose

of cake, flowers L If / and cards. family so near at hand. @erwise we would have

My Mother will O/ /‘ celebrate her had to have gone into care.

90" birthday in August and there

will be an 6at homed e v e n Eachtime atCouncilthere is tfole of Honoua d y
planning. Mickey Mouse will also get an invite as ~ when we remember those Deacons who have died,
he too is celebrating 90 years of laughter and some better known than others. Buthalve made
Mum remembers enjoying his antics. a contribution to the life and work of the church
The NHS celebrates 70 years this year. In 1958, and were faithful witnesses of Christ our Saviour.
as a mother of 3 young childremy mother was This year at Council sor
taken seriously ill and was in hospital for 3 were missing either due to illness or family

months. It was thought she had encephalitis and commitments. Through our prayers and cards,

as she was being carried out to the ambulance, my theywere remembered.

grandfather (her father) feared that she would

never come home alive. Such welememories May we all continue to know and value the love

of pre-NHS care. and support from our families, our Congregations
and also our fellow Deacons

Below arethe words of a beautiful blessing used recently at Church. Thereaismagery in them and
encouragement to emplayr whole being in thankfulness to God for his amazing grace.

THE LORICA BREASTPLATE PRAYER
by St Fursey, an Irish Celtic Saint & Missionary in England & France

The arms of God be around my shoulders
Thetouch of the Holy Spirit upon my head,
The sign of Christés cross upon my
The sound of the Holy Spirit in my ears,
The fragrance of the Holy Spirit in my nostrils,

The vision of heavends company in
The conversati onyonnfylippbeavends compa
The work of Godds church i n my ha

The service of God and the neighbour in my feet,
A home for God in my heart,
And to God, the Father of all, my entire being.

May we all find peace and refreshmentour summer journeys, and take time to smell the roddayion



DEVOTIONAL PAGE - QUESTIONS & THOUGHTS

RevNeil Glover alluded to this poem during Ministries Council report 9 _
at General Assemblyt is by: 2 ‘ ? O Sl
Irma Wyman of thdepiscopalian Church in Minnesota. 7

are
guaranteed in
life;
Answers

How will we know when we have enough deacons? 3
arent.

When the needs of the marginalised and vulnerable are met.

When to gather the gifts of the church
and take them to the worid
and to gather the needs of the world
and bring them to the Church
Has become a habit.

When Deacons, going back and forth,
have worn down the boundary lines
that wesetto keep church and world separated.

When Deacons, leading the baptised in and out,
have beaten a path between the altar and the gutter
so that everyone will see the link between
the Blood in our chalices and the blood in our streets.

When all people respond to the challenge to live,
not inthelove of power but inhepower of love.

Some Thoughts on Pilgrimage  from GordonPennykid
[Notes fromKaire meeting]

Questigag Restlessnesis Accept as a good thing?

;re ~ Is being settled ever a good place to be in mirf?st
way | Travel Light- Whatunnecessary burdens do we carry?

of Attentive- What can we see; but alsehat do we miss?
seeing. Community- Who is traveling with us; but alseho is not? £

Liminality (') 7 Need to take note ohé dn-between placés;;
live theJourney not just daslior the Destination.

Couragei Carryingon when we don't feel brave.

Transformation- Only possible if
the firststeps are takenWe need to starthe journeyI

Award
yourself the
CBE - Can’t

Be
Everywhere!




THE DI ACONATE AT OHEART & SOULDO

(Dondt they scradb up well ?

Jean, Elizabeth
Rt Rev Susan
Brown, Moderator,
Pamela, Mark

Jean & Angela

Ann & Ronnie Barbara, Dot arion B, Jean

Drew & Jacqueline



[ucz]

Projectsvisitedandsupported:

ZOOM INTO ZAMBIA

Pat Mu n r BaithShare Visit
16™ March i 19" May 2018

Thepurposeof my visit wasto

a) Work alongsideDeaconesdMable
[not a mis-spelling!] Sichali: Synod
CommunityDevelopmeng& SocialJustice
Secréary and Hellen GondweMuma,
ProgramgOfficer at United Churchof Zambia

b) Visit DeaconsandDiaconalworkersto seewhattheyareinvolvedin.

1) Journeying together -a projectin Kamyanaregionof Lusaka,to supportteenagenothers. This hasbeenchoseras
a Churchof Scotand Guild project,andwill be supportedy themfor the nextthreeyears.

2) Schoolin Chiba village KasamaNorthernProvince.

| arrivedin Lusakaon March 16thandwastakento
my accommodatioin StP a u Chéresh. Because
Mablewasata conferencen Malawi thatfirst week,|
waslookedafterby Deaconesse&raceand Charity .
Theytook meto visit somew 0 me sefH-iselp
groups, manyof which havebeenestdlishedby the
churchandin particular by Deaconessesnda few
maleDiaconalworkers.Eachof thewomenbring a
smallamountof moneywhichis deposiedin their
accountandagainstwhich theycanthenraisea small
loanto starttheir own businesssuchaskeeping
chickeng quails sellingeggs sellingtheir sewirg or
knitting. Theseprojectsgive thewomena senseof
seltedeem,increaseheir househtdl incomesand
eventuallyhelpthemto be self-sufficient

= == | visitedthe single
4 mothers and their
babies/childrenwho are
part of the pilot program
for the Guild. Noneof the
group,mostlyagedl16to
22, hadfinishedschool.
Fewof themhadany
family support or the ability to earnmoney. Eachgirl
ontheprojectwill receivebasiceducationSex
EducationandNutrition advice,aswell astrainingin
vocationalskills suchasgardeningtailoring, or
hairdressingothattheycanearnmoneyto support
themselvesndtheir child. Theywill alsobe
encouragedo attendGirls Brigadeandchurch.The
areawheretheylive in Lusakais very deprivedwith
no runningwateror propertoilet facilities. Althoughit
is envisagedhattheywill betaughtin groups,
individual mentoringis beingplanned Whenthefirst
morey comesthroughfrom the Guild, the projectwill
startproperlywith 25 girls meetingat leastweeklyfor
6 monthsandthenanother25 girls... Hopefully the
project will beselfsustainingn thelongterm.
GraceandCharitytookmeto visit 6 H o wfe
Ha p pi foreckildrén with arange of disabilities.
Matero ConsistoryGeorgeCompoundvasstartedby a
few pemle whorealisedthata numberof childrenwith

disabilitieswerebeingleft aloneall day, oftenwith no
food, while parentsvorked. Theyteachandfeed
about120children 42 boysand51 girls stayin two
smallroomsin very poorconditionsanda further30
go homeeachnight. Mablehadbeenableto geta
grantto supplyfood andotheressentialandis
working with the groupto try andgetthemmorehelp
from bothgovernmenandchurch.

| visiteda small schoolstarted by the local church in
avillagein Kasamain NorthernProvince,meeting
with churchleadersoneteachemndsomeof the
children.By courtesyof friendsat RiversideChurch,
Perth | wasableto give eachchild a jotter anda pencil
with eraseontheend(- very importantfor the
childrerl) and leavetheremanderwith teachersLots
of happysmilesJ J J .

Mablewas helpingthemgetdesksandbenchesaswell
asmoneyto payteacheravho hadnot beenpaidfor
months!

While there Mable,Hellenandtwo deaconessdsom
the NorthernProvinceconducteda courseon beinga
missionalcongregationAround250took part, many
of themlay leaderstherebeingonly 1 minister& 38
worshipcentres.

| alsowentwith MableandHellento Kafueto seethe
Physiowork beingundertaken by Deaconess
Elizabeth anda smallteam Theyweretrainedby
Drs/Physiodrom the Netherlands few yearsago.
Theyhold weekly session$or thoseagel 2 to fairly
elderly peoplewho neal Physiobecaus®f strokes or
otherdisability.
A Churchteamarebuilding a shower/toiletblock for
them asandwhentheycanafford materials. Lateron,
Mablewasableto getmoneyfrom afundto enable
themto completeit!

0 PaReénstPr oj ect o
GraceandCharityhaveformeda Presbyterywide
Wo me seabselpgroupto producepeanutoutter.



Theyhavea Cof S), buttheyneedaroastingmachineandajar

* machineto sealng machinetoo. | amraising fundsfor theseand
“% putroasted amsograteful to all who contributedat JuneCouncil
y peanutsn to andsince.l haveover £800sofar which is more
makethe than half moneyrequired! Brilliant, -1 6 moping
&= butter to havefull amount by the end of August when
| (financedby Mable is visiting.

Thisisonlyad t adf mye énonthdvisit, butl hopeit givesyou anidea of whatit waslike.

There is poverty but thereis alsohope Most Zambians seemto work hardfor abetterstandardf living for
themselvesindothers! Likewisethedeaconessthatl me t Eheytakelittle time off andmanyof themsupplement
theirincomein differentways.(Keepingchickensandquailsfor marketandfor eggsseemshe mostpopular).

As muchasanythingpleasepleasepray for the youngmumsfrom Kamyanathe schoolin Kasamathe Physio
projectin Kafueandthe childrenwith disabilitiesin the schoolin Lusaka,aswell asall the ministers,deaconesseand
diaconalworkersin thechurchesandcommunities.

More Contributors to Council

% 1jm( | ' =
-8 A
Andrew Kennedytold us about his ScripturdJnion Gap Year
and hachnicebr eak er i n vuphnadpbegy wsrdo ki n 6
He recommends the Gap Year as a great time offbailding, especially helping at camps in Ukraine

== Connor McFadzeanis aMSYP (Member
of the Scottish Youth Parliamentour
CofSrepExcel |l ent expe

Karen Wallace
challenged ug a Bible Studywith
guestions from COSYJofS Yout]
Glasgow 1l Tim 4: 12

L

Crystal Cryer shared some of the exciting possibilities of creating
Prayer Spaces in Schoalww.prayerspacesinschools.com



http://www.prayerspacesinschools.com/

PICTURE PAGE
Having a cuppasayingp ur O ThsAn&ngou
worshippingur great big Godl !




