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Introduction 

 

Theological Basis of Small Groups 

 

• “The call [or pull] to human gathering in groups is a God-created (ontological) and God-

directed (theological) ministry, birthed out of the very nature and purpose of God’s being.  

God as Being exists in community.  The natural and simple demonstration of God’s 

communal image for humanity is the gathering of the small group.” 

 

Gareth, Icenogle, Biblical Foundations for Small Group Ministry: An Integrational Approach 

(Downers Grove: IVP, 1994), p. 13. 

 

• “God chose to embed in us a distinct kind of relational DNA. {He] created us all with a 

‘community gene,’ an inborn, intentional, inescapable part of what it means to be human.” 

 

Bill Donahue and Russ Robinson, Building a Church of Small Groups: A Place Where 

Nobody Stands Alone (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001), p. 24. 

 

• Genesis 1:26-27 (NRSV and The Message)  

 

Biblical Basis for Small Groups 
 

• Jesus’ Ministry 

 

“Jesus invested 90% of his time with twelve Jewish men so that he could reach [the world].” 

– Eugene Peterson 

 

“Let your home be a meeting place for the sages (that is wise teachers or rabbis as it was 

later understood) and cover yourself with the dust of their feet, and drink in their words with 

thirst.” – Mishnah, Abot 1:4   
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• Jesus’ Ministry (Cont.)  

 

 “May you follow [your Rabbi] so closely that the dust his feet kicks up is what cakes your 

clothing and lines your face” – Ray Vander Laan 

 

• The Early Church 

 
Acts 2:42-47 (NIV) – “42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the 

many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and 

had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who 

had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 

bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and 

enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who 

were being saved.” 

 

Acts 5:42 (NIV) – “42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they 

never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.” 

 

Conclusion: Practical Tips for Small Groups 

 
1. Start here (personally) 

2. Start where you are (size and location doesn’t matter) 

3. Find a good curriculum, but context is even more important 

4. Select and recruit good leaders to help lead small groups 

5. Have fun! 
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